
This proposition would have to be explored initially by 
a highly reputable but credibly deniable source. Just to 
illustrate, someone like Vance could be used to communicate 
the idea through the Russians to the North Vietnamese, saying 
"I think I could sell this to the Administration if I knew 
the North Vietnamese were seriously interested. I would need 
a tangible Soviet assurance of the seriousness of the interest." 
Then the North Vietnamese would find it hard to know if they 
^were not seriously interested— how much of this came from Vance, 
how much from Moscow, how much from Washington. They would 
not buy much informatiibn about our anxiousness to end the 

war because Vance is now a known dove. 

A. If the response was positive, Vance would say, "I'll 

try to find out how the Administration feels." Then 
he could go back to the Russians and say, "If you write 
Nixon a letter along these lines, I think he would respond." 

B. At that point— or before if preferred— Vance would get 
out of the act. The Administration would inch forward as 
the other side's response merited it, first with the 
Russians, then dealing directly with the North Vietnamese. 

2. The proposal: The US would de -Americanize 1Q0% over the. next 
two years, given two short-run and two long-run assurances. 
A. The NLF would begin talks soon with the GVN and contire 



them even if nothing much emerged. 


B. There would be mutual de-escalation during the period 

of de-Americanization to the exte&t^Vliat^no disasterou s 

deterioration in the GVN 1 © position* 

c. One agreement would emerge from the GVN-NLF talks, though 
which is that SVN would be neutral and independent 

for at least 7 years. No reunification before that.- 

d. The Soviet Union would guarantee the whole deal. 
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